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FAIR TERRITORY is that part of the playing field within, and including the first 
and third base lines, from home base to the bottom of the playing fence and 
perpendicularly upwards.  All foul lines are in fair territory. 
 
FOUL TERRITORY is that part of the playing field outside the first and third base 
lines extended to the fence and perpendicularly upwards. 
 
A FAIR BALL is a batted ball that settles on fair ground between home and first 
base, or between home and third base or that is on or over fair territory when 
bounding to the outfield past first or third base, or that touches first, second, or 
third base, or that first falls on fair territory on or beyond first base or third base, 
or that, while on or over fair territory, touches the person of an umpire or player, 
or that, while over fair territory, passes out of the playing field in flight. 
 
NOTE:  A fair fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and 
the foul line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on fair or 
foul territory at the time he touches the ball. 
 
If a fly ball lands in the infield between home and first base, or home and third 
base, and then bounces to foul territory without touching a player or umpire and 
before passing first or third base, it is a foul ball; or if the ball settles on foul 
territory or is touched by a player on foul territory, it is a foul ball.  If a fly ball 
lands on or beyond first or third base and then bounces to foul territory, it is a fair 
hit. 
 
A FOUL BALL is a batted ball that settles on foul territory between home and 
first base, or between home and third base, or that bounds past first or third base 
on or over foul territory, or that first falls on foul territory beyond first or third base, 
or that, while on or over foul territory, touches the person of an umpire or player, 
or any object foreign to the natural ground. 
 
NOTE:  A foul fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and 
the foul line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on foul or 
fair territory at the time he touches the ball. 
 
A batted ball not touched by a fielder, which hits the pitcher’s rubber and 
rebounds into foul territory, between home and first, or between home and third 
base is a foul ball. 
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FAIR / FOUL - DISCUSSION POINTS 

 
Infield 
 

� A batted ball that settles on fair ground between home and first base, or 
between home and third base. 

 
� Touches first, second, or third base. 

 
� While on or over fair territory, touches the person of an umpire or player. 

 
� Is on or over fair territory when bounding to the outfield past first or third 

base. 
 
Outfield 
 

� First falls on fair territory on or beyond first base or third base. 
 

� While on or over fair territory, touches the person of an umpire or player. 
 
A fair fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the foul 
line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on fair or foul 
territory at the time he touches the ball. 
 
A batted ball not touched by a fielder, which hits the pitcher’s rubber and 
rebounds into foul territory, between home and first, or between home and third 
base is a foul ball. 



UMPIRE TRAINING TOPICS 

Umpire Training Topics Page 3 of 4  

A CATCH is the act of a fielder in getting secure possession in his hand or glove 
of a ball in flight and firmly holding it; providing he does not use his cap, 
protector, pocket or any other part of his uniform in getting possession.  It is not a 
catch, however, if simultaneously or immediately following his contact with the 
ball, he collides with a player, or with a wall, or he falls down, and as a result of 
such collision or falling, drops the ball.  It is not a catch if a fielder touches a fly 
ball which then hits a member of the offensive team or an umpire and then is 
caught by another defensive player.  If the fielder has made the catch and drops 
the ball while in the act of making a throw following the catch, the ball shall be 
adjudged to have been caught.  In establishing the validity of the catch the fielder 
shall hold the ball long enough to prove that he has control of the ball and that 
the release of the ball is voluntary and intentional. 
 
A catch is legal if the ball is finally held by any fielder, even though juggled, or 
held by another fielder before it touches the ground.  Runners may leave their 
bases the instant the first fielder touches the ball.  A fielder may reach over a 
fence, railing, rope or other line of demarcation to make a catch.  He may jump 
on top of a railing, or canvas that may be in foul ground.  No interference should 
be allowed when a fielder reaches over a fence, railing, rope or into a stand to 
catch a ball.  He does so at his own risk. 
 
 

CATCH - DISCUSSION POINTS 
Catch 

� A catch is the act of a fielder in getting secure possession in his hand or 
glove of a ball in flight and firmly holding it. 

 
� A catch is legal if the ball is finally held by any fielder, even though 

juggled, or held by another fielder before it touches the ground. 
 
Not a catch 

� It is not a catch, however, if simultaneously or immediately following his 
contact with the ball, he collides with a player, or with a wall, or he falls 
down, and as a result of such collision or falling, drops the ball.   

 
� It is not a catch if a fielder touches a fly ball which then hits a member of 

the offensive team or an umpire and then is caught by another defensive 
player.   

 
If the fielder has made the catch and drops the ball while in the act of making a 
throw following the catch, the ball shall be adjudged to have been caught.  In 
establishing the validity of the catch the fielder shall hold the ball long enough to 
prove that he has control of the ball and that the release of the ball is voluntary 
and intentional. 
 
Runners may leave their bases the instant the first fielder touches the ball. 
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A TAG is the action of a fielder in touching a base with his body while holding the 
ball securely and firmly in his hand or glove; or touching a runner with the ball, or 
with his hand or glove holding the ball, while holding the ball securely and firmly 
in his hand or glove. 
 
 

 
 

TAG - DISCUSSION POINTS 
Base 

� Touching a base with his body while holding the ball securely and firmly in 
his hand or glove. 

 
Runner 

� Touching a runner with the ball, or with his hand or glove holding the ball, 
while holding the ball securely and firmly in his hand or glove. 
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Batter 

 
Topic OBR Discussion Points 
Play/Time 5.02 

5.11 
 

Strike/Ball Strike zone, 2.00  
Fair/Foul ball Fair Ball, 2.00 

 
 
Fair Ball, 2.00, Note 
Foul Ball, 2.00, Note 

� Settles 
� Passes/touches base 
� Touched by fielder 

Batted ball  A pitch that hits the batter's bat is a batted ball.  It doesn't 
matter whether he was swinging at the pitch or ducking away 
from it.  The ball is judged fair or foul based on what happens 
to it after it hits the bat. 

Foul tip Foul tip, 2.00  
Check swing Strike (A), 2.00 “Struck at” ?? 
Hit by pitch 6.08 (B) 

Person, 2.00 
Strike (E, F), 2.00 ** 

 
Hands are NOT part of the bat!! 

Pitch hits the 
ground 

Ball, 2.00, Note The only thing a pitch that touches the ground can never be is 
a called strike or a caught third strike. Both of these must be 
in-flight pitches.  

Batter’s box 6.03 
6.06 (A) 

 

Touched by 
batted ball 

 Accepted practice 
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Fielder 

 
Topic OBR Discussion Points 
Tag Tag, 2.00 Base v. runner 
Catch Catch, 2.00 � Is it a catch when ball touches another 

defensive player?? 
offensive player?? 
umpire?? 
backstop/fence?? 

� When can runner leave base?? 
Force play Force play, 2.00 

4.09 (A) 
Force v. retouch 

Base awards 7.05 (G) 
7.05 (H) 

Define infielder, play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Runner 

 
Topic OBR Discussion Points 
Out of baseline 7.08 (A1)  
Hit by batted 
ball 

7.09 (M)  
6.05 (G) 
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Other 

 
Topic OBR Discussion Points 
Appeal Appeal, 2.00 

7.10 (B) Missed base 
7.10 (A) Retouch 
9.02 (C) Half swing 
6.07 (A – D) BOO   

� Must be made while the ball is in play (live). 
� Made before next pitch or play. 
� “Unmistakable act” 

Balk 8.05 � The pitcher does NOT have to step off the pitcher’s plate to 
throw to a base. 

� The pitcher must step in the direction of the throw and prior 
to the release of the throw. 

� The pitcher may fake a throw from the pitcher’s plate to 2nd 
or 3rd base but NOT to 1st. 

� The pitcher must disengage the pitcher’s plate with his 
pivot foot FIRST on the outfield side of the rubber. 

� Once on the pitcher’s plate, he may do one of the following 
three items: 

1) Throw to a base. 
2) Deliver a pitch. 
3) Disengage the pitcher’s plate. 

Infield fly  Infield Fly, 2.00 � If a fly ball lands untouched on foul ground before first or 
third base and bounces untouched into fair territory, the 
rule applies since it is a fair ball. 

� If a fly ball lands untouched on fair ground before first or 
third base and bounces untouched into foul territory, it is 
just a foul ball.   
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Other 
 

Dropped third 
strike 

6.09 (B)  

Interference Interference, 2.00 
 
6.06 (C) 
7.11, 7.09 (E) 
7.08 (B), 7.09 (L) 
 
 
 
 
6.08 (C) 
 
 
5.09 (B) 
 
 
3.16 

� Offensive 
1) Batter 

Pitch is caught: Do NOT move!! 
Pitch NOT caught: Must vacate batter’s box  

2) Runner 
     “Act of fielding”     * *Positioning/Gloving/Throwing 
     “Step and reach” 
     Exceptions:  Catcher/batter, Fly ball w/ runner on base 
     Thrown ball:  MUST be intentional           

� Defensive (catcher’s)     * *w/batter       
NOTE: w/runner is obstruction 
Manager can accept play and decline penalty 

� Umpire 
1) Catcher’s throw 
2) Touched by fair batted ball 

� Spectator 
Obstruction Obstruction, 2.00 

7.06 
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Topic OBR Question 
Fair/Foul 
ball 

Fair Ball, 2.00 
Fair Ball, 2.00, Note 
Foul Ball, 2.00, Note 

Are the foul lines fair territory? Y / N 
 
What are the three (3) criteria for determining if a batted ball is 
fair or foul? 

Tag/No tag Tag, 2.00 What part(s) of the body can be used to touch a base? 
 
What two (2) ways can a runner be tagged? 

Out of 
baseline 

7.08 (A1) A runner is out when he runs more that how many feet to avoid 
being tagged? 

Base 
awards 

7.05 (G) 
7.05 (H) 

How many bases are awarded when a thrown ball goes “out of 
Play”? 
 
When a wild throw is the first play by an infielder, the award is 
based on the position of the runners at what time? 
In all other cases, it is based on the position of the runners at the 
time of what? 
 
If a ball thrown by the pitcher while in contact with the pitcher’s 
plate goes “out of play”, the runners are awarded how many 
bases? 

Obstruction Obstruction, 2.00 
7.06 

If a play is made on the obstructed runner, is the ball immediately 
dead?        How many bases, if any, is he awarded? 
 
If no play is being made on the obstructed runner, the play shall 
proceed until when?        What penalties, if any, are awarded? 
 

 



Page 1 of 4 

Umpire Review QUESTIONS 
 
# Rule Question Answer 

1 5.02 
5.11 

With a runner on second base, the batter fouls the ball out of 
play.  The umpire hands a new ball to the catcher who throws 
the ball past the pitcher.  The runner on second advances to 
third base.  RULING: The play stands. 

 

2 5.02 
5.11 

With a runner on first base, the batter fouls off the pitch.  The 
home plate umpire tosses another ball to the pitcher who 
walks toward the mound.  Suddenly, the pitcher turns and 
throws the ball to first base and picks off the runner.  RULING: 
This is a legal play. 

 

3 2.00 
Fair 
Ball 

The batted ball comes to rest on the third base line.  RULING: 
It is a fair ball since the foul line is in fair territory. 

 

4 2.00 
Fair 
Ball 

A ground ball hits third base and bounces into foul territory.  
Ruling:  This is a fair ball. 

 

5 2.00 
Fair 
Ball 

A batted ground ball down the first base line bounces over the 
base and lands in foul territory.  RULING:  It is a fair ball. 

 

6 2.00 
Fair 
Ball 

A batted ball hits home plate and rolls toward the pitcher.  
RULING:  It is a foul ball because home plate is in foul 
territory. 

 

7 2.00 
Foul 
Ball 

The batter hits a line drive up the middle.  The ball hits the 
pitcher’s plate, rebounds toward the first base line, and rolls 
into foul territory.  The batter makes it to second base before 
the catcher can retrieve the ball.  RULING: This is a legal 
play. 

 

8 
 

2.00 
Foul 
Tip 
6.05B 

Runners on second and third, two out, and a 3-2 count on the 
batter.  The batter foul tips the ball into the catcher’s mitt.  The 
batter runs toward first base while the other runners try to 
advance.  The catcher throws the ball wildly past third base.  
Both base runners score and the batter-runner stops at third 
base.  RULING: Since a foul tip that is caught is a strike, the 
batter is out (strikeout) and the inning is over. 

 

9 2.00 
Foul 
Tip 
7.08D 

With no outs and a 1-1 count on the batter, the runner on 
second base is stealing.  The batter foul tips the ball.  
RULING:  The ball is live and the runner can advance. 

 

10 6.08B The pitched ball hits the ground, bounces, and hits the 
batter’s leg.  RULING:  Because the ball was not in-flight 
when the batter was struck, it is a ball. 

 

11 6.08B With the runner on second base stealing, the pitch grazes the 
uniform sleeve of the batter.  RULING:  Because the batter 
has been hit by the pitch, the ball is dead, the batter is 
awarded first base, and the runner must return to second. 
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# Rule Question Answer 
12 6.08B 

2.00 
Strike 

There are no outs and a 2-1 count on the batter.  An inside 
pitch hits the batter on the hand as he is swinging at it.  The 
ball lands in fair territory.  The pitcher fields the ball and 
throws out the batter-runner at first.  RULING:  This is a legal 
play. 

 

13 Batted 
Ball 

A batter chops a ball toward the dirt.  It immediately comes up 
and strikes the batter.  RULING:  It is a foul ball. 

 

14 Batted 
Ball 

A batted ball bounces and immediately comes up and hits the 
bat a second time while the batter is in the batter’s box.  
RULING:  The batter is out. 

 

15 4.09A The bases are loaded with one out.  The batter grounds to 
third.  The third baseman fields the ball, tags third, and then 
throws to first base for an inning ending double play.  The 
runner on third base crossed home plate before the out at first 
base.  RULING: The run counts. 

 

16 4.09A With two outs and a runner on third, the batter strikes out but 
the catcher drops the ball.  The runner on third crosses home 
plate before the catcher can throw the runner out at first base.  
RULING: The run counts. 

 

17 7.05G With a runner on first base, the ball is hit to right field.  The 
ball is caught and the right fielder throws that ball to first in 
order to double up the runner.  The ball goes out of play.  
RULING: The ball is dead and the runner gets second base. 

 

18 7.05G 
8.01E 

With a runner on first base, the pitcher attempts to pick him off 
by stepping back off the pitcher’s plate and throwing the ball 
to first.  However, the pitcher overthrows the base and the ball 
goes out of play.  RULING: The runner on first goes to third 
base. 

 

19 7.05C With the bases loaded, the batter hits the ball into the left-
center field gap.  The left fielder throws his glove at the ball 
and stops it.  He picks up the ball and throws a runner out at 
third base.  RULING: This is allowed. 

 

20 7.09M With runners on first and second, the batted ball accidentally 
hits the runner going to second on the foot.  RULING:  The 
umpire should call interference, declare the runner out, return 
the other runner to second, and award the batter first base. 

 

21 Sliding 
Base 
Rule 

A runner slides into second, knocking the base four feet away 
from the original location.  The runner continues to third.  The 
batter-runner stops at second where the base is now located.  
RULING:  If tagged, he should be called out. 

 

22 6.07 Batting order: Abel, Baker, Charles, Daniel.  With no outs, 
Abel and then Baker both single.  With runners on first and 
second, Daniels bats ahead of Charles and singles, scoring 
Abel.  The defensive team appeals immediately.  RULING: 
Charles is out, Abel and Baker return to their bases, and 
Daniel is the batter. 
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# Rule Question Answer 
23 2.00 

Infield 
Fly 

With no outs and with runners on first and second stealing, 
the batter hits a pop-up in the infield.  RULING: The infield fly 
rule should be called.  The batter is out but the ball is live and 
the base runners can advance at their own risk. 

 

24 2.00 
Infield 
Fly 

The infield fly rule is called on bunts, line drives, and fly balls.  

25 6.06C With one out and a runner on second base, the batter swings 
and misses for the third strike.  However, on his back swing, 
the batter hits the catcher’s arm with his bat, causing the 
catcher to drop the ball.  The runner on second base 
advances to third.  RULING: The play stands. 

 

26 7.08B With runners on first and second, the ball is grounded to the 
second baseman who advances into the base path to field the 
ball.  The runner and fielder collide.  RULING: Obstruction 
should be called on the second baseman for blocking the 
base path.  The ball is dead, the batter is awarded first base, 
and the runners all advance one base. 

 

27 7.08B With runners on second and third, the runner on second base 
accidentally bumps into the shortstop as he is trying to field a 
ground ball.  However, the fielder is able to come up with the 
ball and throws the batter-runner out at first base.  The runner 
on third scores while the runner on second base stops at 
third.  RULING: Interference should be called.  The ball is 
dead, the runner on second base is out, the runner on third 
must return to the base, and the batter is awarded first base. 

 

28 5.09F 
6.08D 

With runners on second and third, a ground ball up the middle 
hits the base umpire who is standing behind the pitcher’s 
mound.  RULING: Since the ball went beyond the pitcher, the 
ball is live.  Runners can advance at their own risk. 

 

29 5.08 With a runner on third, the pitched ball hits the ground, 
bounces off the umpire’s leg, and rolls down the first base 
line.  The runner scores.  RULING:  The runner must return to 
third base.  

 

30 
 

7.06 The batter hits the ball down the left field line.  As he turns 
past first base, he is forced to run around the first baseman 
who is standing on the base.  As he goes to second base, he 
is tagged out by the second baseman.  RULING: Obstruction 
should be called on the first baseman and the batter-runner is 
awarded second base. 
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# Answer 
1 False 
2 False 
3 True 
4 True 
5 True 
6 False 
7 False 
8 True 
9 True 
10 False 
11 True 
12 False 
13 True 
14 False 
15 False 
16 False 
17 False 
18 True 
19 False 
20 True 
21 True 
22 True 
23 True 
24 False 
25 False 
26 False 
27 True 
28 False 
29 False 
30 True 



DISTRICT 34 KNOTHOLE - SAMPLE TEST

1 FALSE T or F

2 TRUE T or F

3 TRUE T or F

4 FALSE T or F

5 TRUE T or F

6 FALSE T or F

7 FALSE T or F

8 TRUE T or F

9 FALSE T or F

10. TRUE T or F

FOR EACH SITUTATION DETERMINE IF THE RULING IS TRUE OR IF THE RULING IS FALSE. 

Coaches pitch.  With runners on first and second the batter hits the ball into left field.  While standing on the pitching 

plate, the coach yells at the runners to keep running.

Coaches pitch. The defensive teams moves an outfielder in to stand by second base.

RULING: This is not allowed and the outfield must move back to a normal position

Coaches Pitch.  With the 3-2 count on the batter, the batter takes ball 4.  The following pitch is fouled off.

RULING: Although this was the batters 7th pitch, the batter is not out since he fouled the ball 

and can receive another pitch.

RULING: This is allowed.

RULING: This is the last batter, inning is over on the 7-run-per-inning rule.

RULING: Umpire should call runner safe as he is allowed one base on an overthrow.

RULING: The inning can not end on the 7-run-per inning rule since it is the last inning 

of the game.

The coaches decide that they don't want balls and strikes called during coach pitch.

RULING: Since the coach who is pitching can not yell at the runners, the batter only gets first base and 

the other runners can advance only one base.  The coach should also be warned.

No one on.  The batter hits the ball into right field.  As he arrives at second base the throw from the outfield goes past 

the second baseman and the runner breaks to third.  The pitcher throws the ball to third and the runner is tagged.

RULING: The umpire signals delay dead ball for obstruction and awards the batter runner 

second base. 

RULING: Since they both agree, this is allowed.

During coach pitch, the adult pitcher is hit by the batted ball.

RULING: Dead ball, the batter is awarded first base.

In the last inning of  D1 coach pitch, the batter comes up to bat with only one out, hits to the first baseman who tags 

first base for the second out while the runner that was on 3rd comes in to score.

In the second inning of a D1 game, with runner on third and only one out; the seventh (7) run crosses the plate on a 

base hit to center.  

During coaches pitch, the adult pitcher can pitch the ball underhanded.

The batter hits the ball into right-center field gap.  The first baseman is standing on the base, forcing the batter-

runner to slow down in order to get around him.  The batter-runner is thrown out at second.

KINGS YOUTH BASEBALL 1 of 1 SAMPLE TEST
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